Introduction to Dutch Elections
15/16/17 March, 2021

Agenda
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

19:45 - 20:00 | Virtual walk in and registration
20:00 - 20:05 | Kick-off
20:05- 20:20 | NL political landscape
20:20 - 20:30 | Main issues & predictions
20:30 - 20:50 | Open floor
20:55 - 21:00 | Check outs and improvement points
Afterwards | Adda on Indian Politics
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Who are we
Sekhar Lahiri
Political lobbyist NL/EU
Dutch/Bengali origin
Married, 2 kids, grew up in NL
Worked for: NL Government & Industry
associations
Facilitators
Bijit Bhattacherjee
Married with Kid, Living in
Amstelveen for 12 yrs.

Sap Ghosh
Married, Living in
Amsterdam for > 12 yrs
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Dutch elections overview
The Netherlands has elections for three levels of
government: national, provincial and municipal.
• Eerste Kamer (Senate; most recently 2019)
• Once every four years.
• Within three months after the Provincial
elections.
• Indirect vote (i.e. through Provincial level)
• Tweede Kamer (Dutch Parliament; general
elections 2021)
• Once every four years.
• Participants need to be Dutch nationals over
18 years of age who are eligible to vote.

• Tweede Kamer:

• Located in The Hague.
• Can table legislative proposals along with
the government;
• Determines Dutch legislation along with
government.
• The Lower House consists of 150
members.
• To be able to vote for the Lower House
you must be 18 years of age or older and
have the Dutch nationality.

• Gemeente (Municipal elections due March 2022)
• Once every four years.
• Participants need to be Dutch nationals over
18 years of age who are eligible to vote.
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Ways to check your affiliation with political parties
There are two sites which can
help you compare the Dutch
political parties
• Kieskompas à
https://tweedekamer2021.kiesko
mpas.nl/nl/
• Stemwijzer à
https://stemwijzer.nl
Courtesy - Kieskompas
Conservatief
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Introduction to Dutch Parties
VVD

Democraten 66 (D66)

• The Volkspartij voor Vrijheid en Democratie (VVD) or
People’s Party for Freedom and Democracy, was
founded in 1948, supported by the non-religious
middle classes.

• Democraten 66 (D66) is a progressive and socialliberal party with roots in the leftist liberal
party Vrijzinnig Democratische Bond (190-46), which
was formed in 1966 by dissident liberals and social
democrats.

• It’s a centre-right, conservative liberal party, led by
Mark Rutte, with an emphasis on private enterprise,
the free market, fiscal responsibility, democracy,
international co-operation and a welfare state.
• Over the last few years, the party has shifted more
and more to the right, placing added importance on
fiscal austerity measures and welfare cuts.

• Led by Sigrid Kaag, its guiding principles are: power
and freedom of the individual; international cooperation; rewarding performance and sharing
wealth; sustainability and care of the environment;
and civil rights for all, regardless of belief, religion,
sexual orientation, political views or ethnicity.

• The VVD secured 33 seats in the 2017 election, and
it remains the Netherlands’ largest political party.

https://www.expatica.com/nl/living/gov-law-admin/dutch-political-parties-108098/

Mark Rutte

Sigrid Kaag
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Introduction to Dutch Parties
CDA

PvdA

• The Christen-Democratische Appel, or Christian
Democratic Appeal party, is led by Wopke Hoekstra,
and has formed part of almost all the ruling
coalitions in the Netherlands since 1945.

• PvdA stands for Partij van de Arbeid, or the Labour
Party. Led by Lilianne Ploumen, the PvdA is a socialdemocratic, centre-left party founded in 1946 with
the merger of several smaller parties, combining
socialist ideas with liberal and humanist ideas.

• Despite its name, it has both Christian and nonChristian supporters. It’s a centre-right party but
with some centre-left leanings.
• Just after World War II, the Christian democrats (at
that time, three separate parties) were winning
more than half of all the votes (and seats) in
elections but over time, its support has waned.
• In the 2017 elections, the CDA gained six seats to
become the third-largest party.

Wopke Hoekstra

• The PvdA went on to build a welfare state. Despite
the name, the PvdA has no formal links to trade
unions although many of their politicians have
come from the FNV, a federation of trade unions in
the Netherlands.
• The party lost a significant amount of seats in the
2017 election, making it the country’s seventhlargest party.

https://www.expatica.com/nl/living/gov-law-admin/dutch-political-parties-108098/

Lilianne Ploumen
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Introduction to Dutch Parties
PVV

FvD

• Partij voor de Vrijheid, the Party for Freedom, founded in
2006 by the controversial leader Geert Wilders, is a right
wing party combining economic liberalism with antiimmigration policies.

• Forum for Democracy is a conservative and right-wing
populist Eurosceptic political party in the Netherlands that
was initially founded as a think tank by Thierry Baudet. The
party first participated in elections in the 2017 general
election, winning two seats in the House of
Representatives.

• Wilders’ own views once led to him being denied entry to
the UK on the grounds that his presence could ‘inflame
community tensions and lead to inter-faith violence’ and he
was tried (and later acquitted) for ‘incitement to hatred and
discrimination’ in Amsterdam.
• However, the party won nine seats in 2006, and in 2010,
while not officially part of the VVD and CDA coalition
government, it maintained a formal alliance with the
cabinet and was involved in policy discussions.
• In the most recent election in 2017, the PVV won 20 seats,
making it the second largest party in Parliament – but all
other major parties had already said they would not form a
coalition with the PVV.

https://www.expatica.com/nl/living/gov-law-admin/dutch-political-parties-108098/

Geert Wilders

Theirry Baudet
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Introduction to Dutch Parties
Groen Links

And some others

• Groen Links means Green Left and their name sums up
neatly what the party stands for: ‘a sustainable and
ecologically balanced environment’ while protecting the
‘most disadvantaged in society’.

• Denk

• The party was founded in 1990 with the merger of four
smaller radical left wing groups. The current leader is Jesse
Klaver.

•

Socialistische Partij (SP)

• Christian Democratic Appeal party (CDA)
• Christian Union CU
• Staatkundig Gereformeerde Partij (SGP), the Reformed
Political Party
• Partij voor de Dieren, the Party for the Animals.

Jesse Klaver

• 50+
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NL General elections 2021 – main issues
Economy after COVID-19
Taxation – citizens/companies
Health care system
Education system
Climate change
Social welfare state reforms
(social security/pension system)
• Migration
• EU
•
•
•
•
•
•
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NL General elections 2021 – current predictions
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NL General elections 2021 – state of play
Current government
• Coalition: VVD, CDA, D66 & CU
Incoming government
• Needs 76 seats
• Likely coalition: VVD, CDA, D66 +
??
Increasing fragmentation &
polarisation
• ‘Cordon sanitaire’: PVV & FvD
excluded from participation
• New smaller parties
• Leftist parties too weak
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